THE   MORAL   INTERIOR
prosaic merits But even Tennyson could not com* pete with Browning in the minuteness and accurate erudition of his detail
It was in literature that the Victorians had the most favourable field for the success of their moral discipline The spoken or written word constitutes the best medium for the expression of formal morality At the other end of the scale stands inarticulate sound, which speaks direct to the heart, and on which there are no means of imposing formal morality The Victorians were not able to abandon themselves whole-heartedly enough to their inspiration to make great musicians The time before the seventies was one of extraordinary barrenness in English music, a barrenness that appears more striking in contrast with the harvest of genius in Germany and Italy All sorts of theories have been brought forward to account for this, and poor Handel has even been blamed for having crushed our music, in the previous century, with his foreign genius But a people whose deepest instincts forbid them ever quite to let themselves go, ever to trust unreservedly to their inspiration, will never breed musicians
To a lesser degree this is true of Victorian painting It would be the merest affectation to belittle the work of the greater Pre-Raphaehtes, of Watts, or of that strangely neglected portrait painter, Lucas, but there is something lacking in it that in France is known as " fiatr ", and is the power of complete surrender to inspiration, a lust for form and colour that knows no limits of orthodoxy The Pre-Raphaehtes were rebels, but they were Menshevists, and their boldest flights fell short of post-impressionist Bolshevism like that of C&zanne Such boldness would have been too obnoxious to Victorian respectability There was a fearful hullabaloo, as it was, over the extremely proper and devout productions of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, for no better reason than
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